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(54) Polybenzimidazole compounds in solution and a process for the preparation thereof 

(57) Improved process for producing a polybenzimidazole compound in solution by dissolving a fully dried polyben- 
zimidazole of the following general formula (1) or (2) in N,N-dimethylacetamide of a sufficiently reduced water content 
at an elevated temperature of 260°C or higher in an inert gas atmosphere and a solution of the polybenzimidazole com- 
pound produced by the process. The solution remains useful for an extended time without using metal salts or any other 
stabilizers: 
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\f) a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group or an aryl group: n is an integer of 2 or more. 
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Description 



Technical Field 

This invention relates to polybenzimidazole compounds in solution that are suitable for use as heat- or chemical- 
resistant coating or film forming materials which are to be applied to various industrial products, as well as a process 
for producing such compounds in solution. 

Background Art 

Heat- and chemical-resistant resins typified by polybenzimidazole compounds are difficult to dissolve into solution 
and it is a common practice to mold the resins after being melted at elevated temperatures but this has limited the range 
of the applications with polybenzimidazole. Even if the resins are dissolved into special organic solvents, their solubility 
becomes low with the lapse of time due to association of polybenzimidazole molecule and other factors and, particularly 
in case that the concentration of the polybenzimidazole compounds is comparatively high, association of polybenzimi- 
dazole easily occurs and, as a matter of fact, the shelf life of the solution is very short, only ranging from several days 
to one or two weeks. In specialty applications, the shelf life of the solution can be extended by incorporating metal salts 
and other stabilizers into the solution, however, for most electronic devices, the incorporation of metallic components is 
not preferred since they will deteriorate the device characteristics significantly. In particular, the characteristics of sem- 
iconductor and display devices are greatly affected by metallic impurities and the use of the solutions of polybenzimi- 
dazole compounds has been very limited in these applications. 

Under the circumstances, it has long been desired to develop polybenzimidazole compounds in solution that have 
comparatively long shelf lives without using stabilizers such as metal salts. 

25 Disclosure of Invention 

The present inventors found that when polybenzimidazole compounds of the general formula (1) or (2) set forth 
below were dissolved into organic solvents of high polarity such as N,N-dimethylacetamide, N.N-dimethylformamide 
and N-methyl-2-pyrrolidone at elevated temperatures, preferably at least 100°C higher than the boiling points of these 
30 solvents at atmospheric pressure, in the presence of very small amounts of oxygen and water, solutions of compara- 
tively long shelf lives could be obtained without adding metal salts or any other stabilizers: 
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where R 1 , R 2 and R 5 are tetra-, di- and trivalent aromatic groups, respectively; R 3 , R 4 and R 6 are each independently 
a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group or an aryl group; n is an integer of 2 or more. 

It was also found that solutions of polybenzimidazole compounds having particularly long shelf lives could be 
55 obtained when N,N-dimethylacetamide was used as a solvent. This effect was pronounced when the polybenzimida- 
zole compounds had high molecular weights or when they were dissolved at high concentration. Table 1 compares the 
shelf lives of four samples of a polybenzimidazole compound of the formula (3) set forth below which had an inherent 
viscosity of 0.9 and which was dissolved in different solvents at a concentration of 10 wt%. The term "shelf life" as used 
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herein means the period of time over which there ccurs no resin precipitation and for which the viscosity of the poly- 
benzimidazole solution will not increase by more than 10% of the initial value as found when the solution was prepared. 



5 




10 



15 



Table 1 


Organic Solvent 


Shelf Life 


N.N-dimethyrformamide 


2 days 


Dimethyl sulfoxide 


2 - 3 hours 


N-Methyl-2-pyrrolidone 


1 day 


N.N-Dimethylacetamide 


> 1 month 



25 

The present invention has been accomplished on the basis of the findings described above and according to one 
aspect, it provides a process for producing a polybenzimidazole compound in solution by dissolving a fully dried poly- 
benzimidazole of the general formula (1) or (2) in N.N-dimethyiacetamide of a sufficiently reduced water content at an 
elevated temperature of 260°C or higher in an inert gas atmosphere. 

30 According to another aspect, the present invention provides a polybenzimidazole compound in solution that is pro- 
duced by dissolving a fully dried polybenzimidazole of the general formula (1) or (2) in N,N-dimethylacetamide of a suf- 
ficiently reduced water content at an elevated temperature of 260°C or higher in an inert gas atmosphere. 

In the general formulae (1) and (2), R 1 , R 2 and R 5 represent tetra-, di- and trivalent aromatic groups, respectively. 
These aromatic groups are selected from among benzene, naphthalene, biphenyl, anthracene, phenanthrene, etc., 

35 with benzene and biphenyl being particularly preferred. In the general formulae (1) and (2), R 3 , R 4 and R 6 each repre- 
sent a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group or an aryl group. The alkyl group is preferably selected from among lower alkyl 
groups having 1 - 4 carbon atoms, such as methyl, ethyl, n- or i-propyl, n-butyl and t-butyl groups. The aryl group is pref- 
erably a phenyl or naphthyl group. The alkyl or aryl group which are represented by R 3 , R 4 and R 6 may optionally be 
substituted by a halogen atom such as fluorine, an amino group, or a lower alkyl group such as a methyl or ethyl group. 

40 An example of the preferred polybenzimidazole compound is one that is represented by the formula (3). 

Best Mode for Carryin g Out the Invention 

The N.N-dimethylacetamide to be used in the present invention must be sufficiently low in water content and most 
45 preferably it should have a water content of 0.03 wt% or less as determined by Karl Fischer titration. The presence of 
water will contribute to lower the solubility of polybenzimidazole compounds and cause hydrolysis of N,N-dimethyla- 
cetamide during the step of dissolving the polybenzimidazole compounds. If N.N-dimethylacetamide is hydrolyzed, 
alkylamines of strong malodor will occur to deteriorate the working environment in which the solutions of polybenzimi- 
dazole compounds are applied. N.N-dimethylacetamide of a sufficiently low water content is available as a commercial 
so non-aqueous grade and, if necessary, desiccants such as P 2 0 5 and Na may be employed. 

The polybenzimidazole compounds to be used in the present invention must also be fully dried. Polybenzimidazole 
compounds generally have such a high propensity to absorb water that great care must be exercised in handling the 
dried polybenzimidazole compounds until they have been processed into solution. The following is a typical procedure 
for preparing polybenzimidazole compounds that have been dried to such a state that they are suitable for use in the 
55 invention; however, similar procedures may of course be employed depending on the situation. 



3 



EP 0 816 415 A2 



Procedure tor drying polybenzimidazole compounds: 

a. vacuum drying the compounds at 5 mmHg for at least 5 h at 70°C; 

b. cooling the vacuum dried compounds to room temperature, recovering them from the vacuum drying machine 
and within 10 min, transferring them into a reaction vessel for processing into solution. 

The solubility of the polybenzimidazole compounds is markedly reduced if oxygen is present during the dissolving 
step and, hence, an inert gas atmosphere is also essential for the purposes of the invention. Nitrogen and argon are 
two examples of the most preferred inert gas. After a polybenzimidazole compound has been dispersed in N,N-dimeth- 
ylacetamide in a reactor, the oxygen level in the reactor has to be fully reduced by, for example, bubbling the dispersion 
with high-purity nitrogen gas of small water content for 30 min. 

Polybenzimidazole compounds of low molecular weights are fairly easy process into solution and the dissolving 
method of the invention is not necessary be practiced. However, in coating and film applications, the polybenzimidazole 
compounds desirably have high molecular weights from such viewpoints as strength and modulus of elasticity and the 
invention will prove the most effective if the polybenzimidazole compounds have molecular weights of at least 0.9 dl/g, 
preferably 0.9 - 1 .3 dl/g, in terms of an inherent viscosity as determined in cone, sulfuric acid (0.4 g/dl). 

The process of the invention may not be practiced, either, if the concentration of the polybenzimidazole compounds 
is extremely low. In practical applications, concentrated solutions of polybenzimidazole compounds are often required 
from a productivity viewpoint and the present invention will prove the most effective rf the concentration of the polyben- 
zimidazole compounds is at least 0.1 wt%. preferably 1 - 20 wt%. 

The temperature at which the polybenzimidazole compounds are dissolved is another important factor of the inven- 
tion and must be determined in consideration of the need to suppress the aforementioned hydrolysis of N.N-dimethyl- 
acetylamide while ensuring that the filtration for removing insoluble stuff from the solution product can be performed 
easily. Generally, elevated temperatures at least 100°C higher than the boiling point of N,N-dimethylacetamide at 
atmospheric pressure are necessary and in the case of a polybenzimidazole compound of the formula (3) which has an 
inherent viscosity of 1 .0, 280°C is a preferred dissolving temperature. 

The solutions of polybenzimidazole compounds thus produced by the process of the invention are suitable for appli- 
cation to the surfaces of substrates such as metals and glass by various coating techniques such as dipping and spray- 
ing so as to form coatings of polybenzimidazole compounds that are capable of establishing good electrical insulation 
while providing improved chemical resistance. Alternatively, the solutions of polybenzimidazole compounds may be 
manufactured by method of cast or otherwise applied to form films that are useful as protective films on various types 
of equipment or as functional films in electrical devices, for examples, proton-conductive films in fuel cells. Other poten- 
tial applications of the polybenzimidazole compounds in solution that have been produced by the invention are such that 
they are used as the solution of a starting material for the reaction to prepare the solution of a chemically modified poly- 
benzimidazole compound, and that said polybenzimidazole compounds in solution are mixed with various fillers and 
other additives with a view to providing functionally improved coatings or films of polybenzimidazole compounds. 

Examples 

The following example is provided for the purpose of further illustrating the invention but is in no way to be taken as 
limiting. 

Example 1 

Preparing solutions: 

Polybenzimidazole of the structure represented by the formula (3) which had an inherent viscosity of 1 .0 and which 
was available from Hoechst Celanese Corp. was placed in a vacuum drying oven which was set at 70° C and evacuated 
to 3 mmHg by means of a rotary pump to dry the polymer for 5 h. The dried polybenzimidazole was cooled to room tem- 
perature, recovered from the vacuum drying oven and transferred into a 20-L reaction vessel, which was immediately 
closed. The polybenzimidazole as dried weighed 1 kg. 

Nine kilograms of N,N<iimethylacetamide (water content = 0.03 wt%) available from DAICEL CHEMICAL INDUS- 
TRIES, LTD. was charged into the same reactor through an inlet, which was then closed. 

Nitrogen gas with a purity of at least 99.999% and having a water content of less than 5 ppm was introduced into 
the reactor at a flow rate of 1 L/min and the reaction solution was bubbled for 30 min at room temperature and for 
another 30 min at 60°C under agitation at a rotating speed of 500 rpm. 

After the end of the bubbling, both the gas inlet and outlet were closed and the reaction solution was heated up to 
280°C at a rate of 2°C/min and held at 280°C for 3 h. In the meantime, the pressure within the reactor was kept at 1 1 
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kg/cnr^G. After the temperature of the reaction solution had dropped to room temperatur , the completely dissolved 
polybenzimidazole was recovered from the reactor. Two additional solutions of polybenzimidazole of the formula (3) 
were prepared by repeating the above procedure, exc pt that the N.N-dimethylacetamide with a water content of 0.03 
wt% was replaced by other grad s of N.N-dimethylacetamide which had water contents f 0.01 wt% and 0.02 wt%, both 
5 being available from DAICEL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES, LTD. 

Characteristics of the Solutions: 

The three samples were red brown and highly clear solutions of polybenzimidazole, which each had a viscosity of 
jo 300 cps. They smelled only N.N-dimethylacetamide but there was no ammoniacal odor due to alkylamines. They were 
stored at room temperature for 3 months without any change in clarity and viscosity. 

Comparative Example 1 

is The procedure of Example 1 was repeated, except that the water content of N.N-dimethylacetamide in which the 
polybenzimidazole of the formula (3) was to be dissolved was changed to 1 .0, 0. 1 and 0.05 wt%. The respective sam- 
ples of solution had the characteristics shown in Table 2, which also showed the data on the samples prepared in Exam- 
ple 1. 
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Table 2 





Water content. wt% 


Solution Characteristics 






Solubility 


Alkylamine odor 


25 


1.0 


A 






0.1 


o 


X 




0.05 


o 


X 


30 


0.03 (Ex. 1) 


o 


o 


0.02 (Ex. 1) 


o 


o 




0.01 (Ex. 1) 


o 


o 


35 


Solubility: a, poor; O. 90od 

Alkylamine odor: x, strong; O . absent (when checked by 
the human olfactory sense after the solution was stirred) 



Comparative Example 2 

40 

The procedure of Example 1 was repeated, except that the maximum temperature for dissolving the polybenzimi- 
dazole of the formula (3) in N.N-dimethylacetamide was changed to 220. 240 and 260°C. The respective samples of 
solution had the characteristics shown in Table 3. 



Table 3 


Maximum Dissolving 
Temperature, °C 


Solubility Characteristics 


220 


Resin undissolved 


240 


Much gel like undissolved stuff 


260 


Good 


280 (Ex. 1) 


Good 



The above data of Example 1 and Comparative Examples 1 and 2 demonstrate that polybenzimidazole compounds 
could be dissolved only in organic solvents of low water content with little formation of alkylamines that would be toxic 
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pheric pressure. 

5 

industrial Applicability 

As otaort* on tho toning pagos. tm pn*en, MMta , «tt> ^.^^oS'JifcrS^ 

ing or film forming materials. 
Claims 

vated temperature of 260«C or higher under an atmosphere of inert gas: 
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where . R 2 and R* are tetra, di- and trivalen, aromatic group* respecfively^ R* and R* are each independ- 
ently a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group or an aryl group; n is an .nteger of 2 or more. 

W 2. Aprocessac^rdingtod^ 
(3): 
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(3) 



so 



3. A process 
55 less. 



according to claim 1 . wherein the water content of sad N.N^imethylacetamide is 0.03% by weight or 



4. A process according 
less. 



to claim 2. wherein the water content of said N, NKfimethylacetam.de is 0.03% by weight or 
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(54) Polybenzimidazole compounds in solution and a process for the preparation thereof 

(57) Improved process for producing a polybenzimidazole compound in solution by dissolving a fully dried polyben- 
2.mida2ole of the following general formula (1) or (2) in N,N-dimethylacetamide of a sufficiently reduced water content 
at an elevated temperature of 260°C or higher in an inert gas atmosphere and a solution of the polybenzimidazole com- 
pound produced by the process. The solution remains useful for an extended time without using metal salts or any other 
stabilizers: 7 
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t- where R 1 , R 2 and R 5 are tetra-. di- and trivalent aromatic groups, respectively; R 3 . R 4 and R 6 are each independently 



a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group or an aryl group; n is an integer of 2 or more. 
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